
Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative - Boston Promise Initiative

WHAT WE ARE ABOUT:
Citizen Schools Massachusetts partners with middle 
school students at the Orchard Gardens K -8 Pilot 
School to expand the learning day. � rough Citizen 
Schools, companies, non -pro� ts, foundations, indi-
viduals and schools have all come together to open 
up pathways of success for young people in Massa-
chusetts. By drawing more citizens into our schools, 
Citizen Schools is promoting student achievement, 
transforming schools, and re -imagining education in 
Massachusetts.

Citizen Schools’ vision is to close the opportunity 
and achievement gap for middle school students and 
move them onto a successful track towards graduat-
ing high school and college attainment and positions 
of leadership.

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS AND SCHOOLS

WHO WE SERVE:
Citizen Schools serves middle school students at 
the Orchard Gardens School

CITIZEN SCHOOLS EXPANDED LEARNING TIME (ELT) 
AT THE ORCHARD GARDENS K -8 PILOT SCHOOL

Citizen Schools Massachusetts
308 Congress St., 5th Floor

Boston, MA 02210
www.citizenschools.org/massachusetts

617.695.2300

98%  RACIAL MINORITIES

57% ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
LEARNERS 
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
Citizen Schools has been working at Orchard 
Gardens since 2010 a� er the school was labeled 
a Level 4 school by the state and was considered 
to be one of the worst -performing schools in 
Boston. Since then, student pro� ciency has 
increased dramatically and the school was 
ranked number one in the state for growth as 
it leapt from Level 4 to a Level 1 school. Last 
year, among Citizen Schools accomplishments, 
they delivered 46 apprenticeships led by 218 
volunteers, � is year, approximately 250 
students are participating in a program by the 
organization. Teaching sta� , apprentices and 
volunteers, are all performing at a high level 
and are on track to see their goals of having 70 
percent of students demonstrate mastery of 21st 
century apprenticeship skills.

PROGRAM GOALS

BPI PARTNERSHIP HIGHLIGHTS
 In Fall 2015, Roxbury community leader, Eric Hall, taught a Social 

Entrepreneurship apprenticeship to a group of 20 eighth graders. 
� roughout the semester-long apprenticeship, they studied the concept 
of entrepreneurship, and learned how to grow a business from scratch. 
� e apprenticeship culminated with the students pitching their business 
in front of a panel of ‘potential investors.’ 

 Based on the results of the BPI School Climate Survey, DSNI and 
Citizen Schools came together to plan a targeted approach to turning 
this data into action. Extended day resources were used to create a 
curriculum that would address some of the needs that surfaced in the 
data: student’s lack of access to healthy food options and awareness 
around the availability of healthy foods in their community. Eighty 
students were involved in focus groups using BPI Survey data or 
engaged in activities around urban food deserts, access in schools, or 
community gardening initiatives. A smaller group of 15 students were 
involved in an eight week Food Justice Unit supported by Roxbury 
Environmental Empowerment Project (REEP) which culminated in a 
presentation to the Dudley Grows community group.

Dudley Street Neighborhood Initiative
504 Dudley St, Boston, MA 02119

(617) 442-9670
www.dsni.org
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